article on perception, 1 and in a publication of the German Protestant Church one can fi nd the following statement:
A fundamental prerequisite for the assessment of missionary possibilities and tasks in the future is thus only possible by a thorough and precise perception of the general and the ecclesiastical context conditions and development perspectives (Kirchenamt der EKD 2007, 14; translation C.S.).
Both perspectives meet when they stress the importance of perception for the professional life of pastors:
The pastor should be able to perceive, appreciate, and co-ordinate multiple perspectives in the congregation. He or she should, trained in anthropology, psychology and sociology, develop a sophisticated perceptive faculty regarding the complexity of human relationships" (Karle 1999, 8; translation C.S.).
Bringing these different aspects together, perception can be described as a "pastoral competence" (Söderblom 2007).
To sum up this brief overview, we can say that today there is no danger that the importance of perception is underrated. But it remains a problem that we quite often fi nd a concept of perception which is not complex enough. On the one hand, perception is occasionally reduced to a mere preparation for research or practice. On the other hand, it is sometimes understood as a (mechanistic) reproduction of reality. Following Heimbrock's argument and referring to a phenomenological concept of perception it is most important to stress that perception is itself a constituent part of research and practice and that it is an activity that contributes to the perceived. This aspect can be clarifi ed by paying attention to the productivity of perception. Perception is neither a one-by-one transfer, nor is it a pure receptive process. On the contrary, in this process the impressions of the surrounding reality are actively sorted and formed into the actual perception. This becomes most obvious by the fact that the same object is often perceived differently by two persons, not only because two different bodies are involved in the process of perception. But this productivity must not be confounded with a constructive approach. The way reality appears to an individual is not a pure construction, but it is shaped by the objects we are confronted with as well as by the activity
